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Spiritism Finds A Home... P. 2 


SPIRITISM 


FINDS A HOME IN BRAZIL 


Attempting to commune with the dead is still q 
going art, especially in Brazil where millions are 
avid Spiritists.—By REV. DOMINIC GIROTTO, PIME 


HE ROOM was dark, of course. 

A small group of people sat 
huddled in a half circle around a 
small table. Their hands, sweating 
with excitement, were tightly linked 
by the small fingers. The human 
chain bent forward as one to catch 
every sound that came from the 
woman who was sitting behind a 
flimsy partition. 

The woman was a medium trying 
to communicate with the spirits of 
the dead. Her audience, which was 
witnessing a typical Kardechian 
seance, consisted mostly of people 
who hoped to get a message from or 
to some departed relative. The 
others were the curious, the half- 
believers or anyone willing to pay 
the medium’s price for attending. 

The whole affair falls under the 
classification of Spiritism or Spirit- 
ualism and is on the wane in most 
countries... but growing steadily in 
others. It is seldom found among 
Catholics except in Brazil where 
millions of avid Spiritists keep the 
movement very much alive. Despite 
a population which is over 90% 
Catholic, Brazil remains the capital 
of Spiritism. Deprived of clergy for 
many centuries, the majority of 


Brazilians have little true knowledge 
of their Faith and are easy prey for 
the mediums and promoters of this 
weird “religion.” 
Ancient Beliefs 

The basis of Spiritualism is the 
age-old belief in the separate 
existences of the body and soul. We 
have records of this conviction in the 
writings of the ancient Greeks, Ro- 
mans and Egyptians, as well as in 
the superstitions and practices of 
more primitive peoples. 


Unfortunately, the United State 
must take ‘“‘credit’’ for giving 
modern Spiritualism its start. About 
1840 in Hydeville, N.Y., the thre 
daughters of John D. Fox noted: 
recurrence of mysterious rapping 
which suggested a coded communi 
cation from the spirits. At first, om 
rap meant “yes,” two was “doubt 
ful,” and three was “no.” A mor 
complicated code later spelled out 
messages and the Fox sisters became 
the first mediums. 


They caused quite a stir eve 
though an alleged confession, late 
repudiated, was made by one of th 
sisters admitting that the “spirit 
knocks” were produced by fraud. 
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Two Important Events 
The cult grew rapidly, aided by 
two events. The first started in 
1844 when Andrew Jackson Davis 
discovered that he had the power to 
enter a trance-like state and perform 
certain intellectual feats of which 

he was not normally capable. 


The second event was Dr. Braid’s 
revival of Mesmerism in England. 
He pointed out its genuine phenom- 
ena as worthy of scientific study 
and changed the name to hypnotism. 

Combining the actual facts pos- 
sible through hypnosis with trickery, 
the mediums produced much con- 
fusion and many believers. So many 
frauds started taking advantage of 
the situation, however, that it was 
soon discredited publicly. 

There has been a revival of in- 
terest in recent years but, as science 
gains more knowledge about ESP 
(Extra-Sensory Perception) and 
hypnosis, the reasons for many 
previously unexplained phenomena 
are becoming clearer. 


Some of the manifestations of 
spiritualism were explained as fraud 
or trickery by the work of Harry 
Houdini who duplicated by purely 
physical means, many of the “psy- 
chic” phenomena. 

The Founder 

Belief in Spiritism has persisted, 
however, and the three books written 
in 1857 by the actual founder of 
Spiritism as a cult, Allan Kardec, 
remain the basic books of the whole 
movement. 

Needless to say, the books are 
full of dogmatic, philosophical and 
moral errors. For example: ‘The 
great revelations were three. The 
first was given to Moses and Judaism 
came; the second to Christ, and 
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Woman in a trance trying to com- 
mune with the spirits. 


Christianity came; the third was 
given to Allan Kardec and Spiritism 
came. 

“Christ Himself prophesied this 
third revelation when He said, ‘I 
will send the consoling Spirit.’ 
Spiritism restores the true doctrine 
of Christ which comes directly from 
the heart of God without stopping 
through the folds of a priest’s skirt 
or on the steps of an altar. 

“Jesus Christ is not God because 
there is only one God. Jesus is only 
a great, enlightened man who 
brought to humanity the good news 
of Spiritism. He was also an extra- 
ordinary medium ...so much so that 
He succeeded in materializing the 





spirits of Moses and Elias on Mt. 
Tabor. 

“‘He was able to produce psychical 
phenomena beyond the ordinary as 
his miracles prove.” 

This turning around of facts and 
explaining Scripture to suit their 
own ends, is a common practice of 
mediums. By identifying themselves 
with Christ and the Bible, they 
convince many who lack sufficient 
religious training. 

Brazil’s “Conversion” 


Because of Brazil’s tremendous 
shortage of clergy, it is not sur- 
prising to find that the Spiritist 
movement took root there from the 
beginning. As early as 1853, news 
about tables which tipped without 
apparent human force swept the 
country. A Brazilian newspaperman 
wrote, “Today there is no living 
room where you do not find groups 
of silent people, gathered around a 
table with linked hands, anxiously 
waiting for the spirits to tip or 
move the table.”’ 

The following year, the same 
writer commented, “Tipping tables 
is now child’s play. Today it is pos- 
sible to enter into a relationship with 
the dead through an enlightened 
person called a ‘medium’.”’ 

In a short time, Spiritism. spread 
to all the large Brazilian cities and 
was characterized by the religious 
aspects with which it tended to cover 
its practices. 

Brazilians frequently discuss re- 
ligion and they have a great in- 
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terest in the supernatural. Cop. 
sequently, they are often eager to 
hear Spiritist propaganda. 

As early as 1900, the president of 
the Internationalist Spiritist Feder. 
ation, said, “There is a country, 
namely Braeil, in which Spiritual. 
istic orientation has met with the 
most favorable environment for its 
expansion. No other peoples have a 
better capacity or disposition for 
Spiritism than the Brazilians be. 
cause they are good, generous, 
liberal and hospitable.” 

A Favorable Atmosphere 


The sad truth is that the religious 
ignorance of these people has created 
an atmosphere very favorable to the 
spreading of Spiritism. Lacking an 
education in their Catholic Faith, 
they maintain external religious 
forms, such as statues and ppro- 
cessions, more through tradition than 
by conviction. 

Therefore, Spiritism, which offers 
concrete ‘‘miracles’”’, appeals to 
them. Attending a seance and. watch- 
ing a spirit come into the body ofa 
medium to give answers, speak about 
the future and offer sound advice 
and consolation for all problems is 
a tremendous attraction. 

Official recognition has also aided 
the movement. In 1952, Spiritism 
was recognized as a religion in Brazil. 
Then, during Holy Week in 1987, 


when the Spiritists solemnly observed 
the first centenary of Kardec’s books, 
the government participated by & 
suing a commemorative stamp bear- 
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ing Kardec’s figure. 
A Typical Seance 


In Brazil, a typical Kardechian 
seance starts by having the medium 
hypnotized. Usually the chairman 
does this. After the medium enters 
atrance, he or she starts to answer 
questions in a loud, clear voice. 
Sometimes, he may even write out 
answers to questions submitted by 
the audience. 

Naturally, the answers vary and 
sometimes they may be more or less 
correct. Since the spirits of the 
dead have nothing to do with this 
business, the answers always reflect 
the education and ‘mentality of the 
medium or the chairman or, perhaps, 
of those attending the meeting. 

It is the subconscious which does 
all the spiritualistic work and, no 
doubt, there is sometimes a form of 
mental telepathy involved. 


The medium has the role of lead- 
ing actor and is in a privileged 
position. Because the job gives a 
feeling of importance, it is envied by 
many. The medium holds a position 
very similar to that of a priest in the 
eyes of his followers. 

This may be one reason why 
Spiritists are so active in propa- 
gating their cult. Another, no doubt, 























































































rail, @ isthe money they receive by thoge 
1957, § attending the seances. But whatever 
“in the motives, the avid followers es- 





tablished a missionary movement as 
early as 1883. 


One believer writes, ‘““As soon as 
one is convinced of the possibility, of 
communicating with the spirits, it 
seems that something enters him and 


























transforms him into an active mem- 
ber. He cannot remain alone because 
he needs the help of others to evoke 
the spirits.”’ 
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Propaganda Methods 


The printed word plays an im- 
portant role in spreading the cult’s 
beliefs. As far back as 1857, we have 
the first wide-spread translations of 
Kardec’s works. In 1882, the Brazil- 
ians organized their first Spiritual- 
istic library and in 1897 opened a 
bookshop. 

The Spiritist bibliography includes 
more than 15,000 volumes today. 
Many of these are still in print and 
millions are distributed each year. 
In 1957, the Spiritist bibliography 
bulletin published a list of 162 
magazines which are exclusively 
dedicated to promoting Spiritism. 

The radio is also in their realm of 
activities and there are now 74 


One group of Spiritists dances 
around this symbol of their sect which 
they have imbedded in the floor. With 
emotions at a high pitch, they then 
listen breathlessly as the medium goes 
into a trance. 


stations which regularly devote time 
to Spiritist programs. 

Following the principles laid down 
by Kardec, who stressed that the 
first basic principle is to make 
oneself understood, the Brazilian 
Spiritists use Catholic words and 
Catholic expressions... giving them 
an heretical meaning. 

For instance, they speak of 
“divine Jesus” but they do not 
believe in his divinity; they mention 
“original sin” but mean only the 
sins we committed before we were 
re-incarnated. When they speak of 
angels, they mean the spiritualized 
soul; devils are souls not yet purified. 

Many simple people are not able 
to grasp the difference and they ac- 


cept these words in the traditiong 
meaning of the Catholic Church 
Desire To Belong 

The Brazilians are anxious to | 
long to Christ. Therefore, it is oftg 
enough just to present a picture ¢ 
Christ to get followers. No matte 
how false or illogical a doctri 
might be, if it is presented 


Christianity, at least some will folle ; 


This is why in Brazil we have th 
impossible combination of a Catholi¢’ 
Spiritist. The names of famous 
poets, bishops, priests and saints are 
utilized in the cult’s propaganda. © 
Their magazines may run a poem by | 
a Catholic poet or quotations from 
St. Thomas Acquinas or St. John 
the Evangelist which seem to con- 
demn the Church and exalt Spiritism. 
Obviously, many of these quota- 
tions are completely false and have 
been written by a medium. 

Many times, after a public debate 

when Spiritism has been condemned 
and its false propaganda revealed, 
members of the group will go from 
house to house leaving letters sup- 
posedly signed by a Bishop or priest 
which urges the Faithful to practice 
Spiritism. It is of little use to 
preach from the pulpit or run news 
paper stories saying the documents 
are false. This only gives them more 
publicity and they continue to cr 
culate more leaflets and recruit more 
victims. 
(Continued next month when another 
type Spiritist group is introduced, the 
Church’s teachings on the subject ar 
given and more propaganda methods 
are explained.) 


Going to church doesn’t make you ¢ 
Christian any more than going to ¢ 
garage makes you an automobile. 
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HELPING THE 


Bry ce fributions to do any good. Ac- 

ally, steady offerings—even quite small MISSIONS FOR 
ones— are most important to us. That’s why 
we'd like you to consider helping the mis- 
sions through PIME’s ‘’Quarters-for-the-Mis- ONLY 
sions” Club. 

How does it work? First, join or form a 
small group of individuals who, like your- 25 CENTS 
self, have an earnest desire to help the 
missions. Then, appoint a “captain” to collect 
25¢ a week from your membership. The ‘captain’ Riaermen 
account of the paid-in amount for our information. At ‘Temente 
of the month, he sends us the money collected. 

Anyone can become a member of your group, eve 
Catholics; and anyone can become “captain”, provided 
enlist at least two or three other members. 

Such groups can easily be formed among members @; 
your family, people with whom you work or attend sc 
lodge or club members, etc. 

if you wish, your group can specify the kind of missidg 
work you would like to see your contributions used for: adoptiog 
ofan orphan, the maintenance of a missionary, the sponsoring 
of a seminarian, etc. 

Most important, as a regular contributor to the missions, 
you share in numerous spiritual benefits and in the Masses and 
prayers of the 1200 PIME Missionaries around the world. Like 
the idea? If so, please send in the following coupon today. 


PIME Mission Club; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 


Dear Father, | am interested in your ‘‘Quarters-for-the-Missions’’ Ci 
Please send more information and a booklet for keeping record 


Name 
(please print) 
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A | HE’S A short, wiry, ene? 
getic man with an elfish twinkle 
in his eye and a Santa Claus beard 

When think of a 


bishop they envision a tall, dignified 
and austere Most 


most 


people 


personage, but 


Rev. Joseph Obert, PIME, does not 
fulfill the common image of what a 
bishop should 
sure, however, 
famously with jovial Pope John for 
they have much in common 


look like We feel 
that he gets along 


His Excellency is the episcopal 
head of the diocese of Dinajpur in 
Bast Pakistan and, 
sionary bishop, he 
different than most bishops. 

Asa Prince of the Church, it per 
haps does not betit his dignity that 
he should do most of his travelling 
by buffalo cart. But the roads of his 
diocese are far from first class and, 
even though they average only three 
miles an hour, the carts can go any 
where. 


Surprisingly, the Bishop enjoys 
fiding in a springless, slow-moving 
buffalo cart for ‘‘it gives me lots of 
time tosay my breviary and to pray 
Many rosaries for my poor people 
and missionaries.” 

An Unexpected Visit 


being % mis 
leads a lite 


He is now known by many in the 
United States because of an unex 
pected visit he made last year as a 
fesult of a miracle which he at 
tributes to Our Lady’s intercession 

Two years ago he became very ill 
and for several months he had a high 
fever and was not able to leave his 
bed. He was taken to a hospital in 
tie city of Dacca run by the Ame 
Wan Medical Mission Sisters 
gave him the best care they could 
Ot after many tests they still 
weren't able to diagnose his sickness 


They 
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He continued to grow worse and 
the sisters finally sent for a priest té 
come and anoint him. His Excellency 
was conscious enough to realize he 
was being given the last sacraments 
and that he was on the 
death. 

After the priest left, he 
very fervently to Our Lady and re 
signed himself to her care. “If 1 am 
to die, | am ready and only ask that 
you will intercede for me,” he 
prayed. “‘And, if you want me to 
labor on this earth any longer fon 
you and your Son, you must help me 
to get better.” 

Just the effort of praying ex- 
hausted the Bishop and he fell back 
into a deep sleep. The sisters thought 
he was dying and they offered many 
prayers for him. But 
wrong. 


point ol 


pr aved 


they were 
Complete Recovery 


(he next morning the 
awoke and, tor the first 
several weeks, he arose. 


Bishop 
time in 
When the 
frightened nurses tried to put him 
back to bed, he gently said, “Don’t 
worry, I feel fine. But I am rather 
hungry and would appreciate some 
breaktast 

He felt completely recovered and 
was soon going around visiting othe 
he alarmed staff finally 
had to agree that the Bishop 
days late 


patients. 
was 
indeed cured and a few 
discharged him. 

Chey strongly suggested, however, 
that he return to the PIME head 
quarters in Italy for several weeks ot 
rest before he returned to work. His 
superiors expressed the same wish 
and he obediently 
where he took the required 

While in Rome he had a 
audience with the Holy 


went to Italy 
rest. 
private 


Father. 





FRONT COVER 


This photo, recently awarded a 
prize by The Detroit News, was 
taken of Bishop Obert during his 
visit to the U.S. Sitting on the 
porch of PIME’s Motherhouse on 
Boston Blvd. in Detroit 
quietly reading his breviary 


at ab) 


Pope John, who has a great in- 
terest in the missions, was anxious 
to hear all about his work and he 
told His Excellency that he would 
give a blessing for all the Bishop’s 
benefactors. 

Bishop Obert started back to his 
mission by way of the United States 
and expected to spend only a few 
days in this country. However, his 
missionaries wrote and urged him to 
remain until October when the 
rainy season was over. East Paki- 
stan, which has been referred to 
as “The Graveyard of the white 
man,” has an average temperature 
between 110 and 115 degrees from 
April to June. Then it begins to 
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rain and for four months dampneg 
and high humidity are added to th 
heat. 


“Resting” in the U.S. 

His Excellency decided to sty 
and “rest” for a few more months 
However, in between resting he often 
travelled from 200 to 700 miles, 
day, visiting benefactors and dire. 
tors for the Society for the Prop. 
gation of the Faith, giving lecture 
raising funds for his missions and 
making new friends. 

The United States was a strang 
contrast to his “home” in Dinajpy 
which started using electricity only 
two years ago. In his 15,000 squar 
mile diocese of flat land, his % 
missionaries and four native priests 
visit scattered villages by bicycles 
motorbikes and, of course, the 
faithful buffalo cart. 

Occasionally one of the priests 
gets a ride in the Mission’s one jee 
which serves many purposes, ip 
cluding that of ambulance. 

Although there are 1500 to 20H 
converts a year in his diocese which 
has already been divided thre 
times, the total Christian population 
ot 25,000 is small compared to the 
9,000,000 in the area. The majority 
are Moslem, Hindu or pagan andi 
is usually only possible to conver 
the latter. 

While the Moslems and Hindu 
frequently attend the _ mission 
schools and many would like t 
become Catholics, there are just 
too many family and social pre 
sures for them to become converts 


Anxious to Return 


After 42 years in the missions, ll 
of them as a bishop, it would seem 
that His Excellency would be cor 
tent to “retire” here or in Italy but 
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he was very anxious to go back. 

He said, ““You probably think it 
strange that | want to return to 
that land of great poverty where the 
life expectancy is only 27 years. It’s 
true, the per capita income is only 
$50.00 a year, most people go to bed 
hungry every night and there are 
thousands of lepers, orphans and 
widows to be cared for. But they are 
the reason I am anxious to return. 

“I know I’m really needed there; 
that I can do much to help these 


FIRST TIME IN 26 YEARS 


poor people and, most important, I 
can bring Christ to them. 

“All of our friends here in the 
U.S..are needed by my people too. 
So, I hope they will remember us in 
their prayers and contributions. 

“I am 71 and returning to my 
mission for the last time. I’m sure 
I’ll spend the rest of my days there 

..so I must say au revoir until we 
meet in heaven. But I will be pray- 
ing for you and wishing you God’s 
blessings.” @ 


Missioner Appeals for Orphans 


Dear Reader: 


After 26 years in India, | must appeal to you for the first time. My orphanage, 
housing 130 boys, és old and so overcrowded that | can't accept some of the orphans 


begging for admittance. 


Since India became independent, many orphan boys are anxious to improve 
their education and they prefer to come to our schools rather than run the streets. 
Many converts have resylted. 


The local government provides a grant for each orphan we care for—pro- 


vided he is given decent accommodations. 


This | cannot provide. With a new 


building, we could provide food for mind and body for many, many more boys. 
India's great need for citizens with a Christian education and strong moral 


convictions is evident. It is most sad if now we 
many who want to be educated and need help. 


Could you help . . . even a little? 


cannot answer the demands of so 


Fr. dePaoli, PIME 
Missioner in India 


Father Robert, PIME; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 


Dear Father, | am enclosing $ 
addition to his orphanage in India. 


to help Father dePaoli build an 


(please print) 


Zone 
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S CEREMONIES IN JAPAN 


A CATHOLIC LIFE PICTURE STORY 


n most religions, there is a strong tendency to worship at certain times 
through colorful and elaborate ceremonies or celebrations. In Japan, for 
instance, the largely non-Christian population observes many feasts in a way 
which closely parallels some of our Catholic customs. 

For example, the Buddhists have a pilgrimage this month in honor of one of 
their famous monks (Kobodaishi). In the first photo (far left), near the spot 
where the procession is to start, we see a jewelry vendor, in pilgrim’s attire, 
seated Japanese-fashion upon the table where his wares are displayed. At his 
left is a small statue of Kobodaishi. 

Women devotees of the god of the mountain start the procession by sound- 
ing little bells. “‘Floats’’ are an important part of the pilgrimage and, in the 
third photo, we see a young boy pulling an Oriental-looking elephant. It is 
topped by a small shrine containing an idol. 

Dressed in exotic costumes with elaborate headdresses, the children gaily 
accompany their mothers. 


(continued next page) 








SHINTO ARCHERY CEREMONY 


On the 11th day of the first month of the Lunar Year (February 15th 
to us), in the oity of Kanzen, there is an annual archery ceremony celebrated 
by the Shintoists as a kind of exorcism of the devil . . . or evil spirits. 

Teams of the best archers from two neighboring towns alternate each 
year as the central figures of the ceremony. The men prepare themselves for 
the important feast by a day of fasting. 

Early on the morning of the ceremony, they meet and perform certain 
rites of purification in the sea. They then go in solemn procession to the place 
of the contest. The master of ceremonies leads the way, scattering salt to the 
left and right to drive away the devil (first photo below). 

When the procession arrives, the Shinto priest recites a prayer over the 
kneeling archers (second photo). 

The priest then takes one of the large bows and shoots the first arrow 
(photo at right). 

The six chosen archers then shoot; first, in the four cardinal directions 
and, then, at the target. In the center of the large circle is written the word 
“Oni” (evil spirit). In the last photo below we see the crowd waiting to see 
which of the skilled men will succeed in banishing the evil spirits by hitting 
the mark. 

While we know of no Catholic archery ceremony, we have 
baptism, processions, the burning of incense (instead of scattering salt), and 
exorcisms of the devil in cases of possession to parallel the Shinto rites. 
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THE PRIEST WHO IGNORED 


THE WITCH DOCTOR'S 


sn 


UNERALS are expensive every- 

where ...even in _ primitive 
Africa. The big difference, however, 
is that we pay according to the 
amount of luxury we desire while, 
in Africa, the people pay according 
to the caprice of the local witch 
doctor. 

Being a priest, Fr. Cyril, a PIME 
missioner in Portugese Guinea, buries 
everyone free of charge, regardless 
of what the person died from. Not so 
the witch doctor who has a tariff 
which varies according to the power 
of the spirit whom he says caused 
the death of the unfortunate victim. 

This may sound complicated but 
it is very clear to the poor people 
who have to pay and it resulted in 
Fr. Cyril having the following ex- 
perience: 

The missioner succeeded in bap- 
tizing a poor victim of leprosy who 
was at the point of death. He had 
barely finished his last breath when 
his relatives sent their fastest runner 
to the witch doctor who specialized 
in dealing with the spirit of leprosy. 
He was asked to come and bury the 
deceased, but his answer was very 
definite. 
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By REV. E.S. STEVANIN, PIME 


Appease The Spirit 

“The Spirit Iran, who has eaten 
the soul of this man, says this: ‘In 
order to appease my wrath you must 
give me a pig, a cow, ten pints of 
liquor and $200. I must receive all 
this before the funeral. Otherwise, 
the dead man will not be buried and 
I will eat the soul of his brother and 
sister.’” 

The family was in despair when 
they heard the news. The price was 
way beyond their means and they 
had no hope of accumulating that 
much wealth. They continued to 
worry and fret and, as time passed, 
the village became more and‘ mor 
aware of the dead man’s presence. 

By the third day, the smell wa 
so terrible that the head of the vi- 
lage decided to go and ask Fr. Cyril's 
advice. This he usually does in er 
treme cases after he has tried every- 
thing else in vain. 

Fr. Cyril wasn’t very happy 
about the latest problem, as you 
might suspect. But, finally, he 
cruited four robust young students 
from the mission school, gave them 
each a pick and shovel and went to 
the village. 





Directions Not Needed 

It wasn’t necessary to ask where 
the deceased was. The smell was all 
the direction needed. But when the 
priest tried to open the door of the 
dead man’s hut, his students tried 
tostop him. “Father, what are you 
doing ?”’ was their terrified cry. 

The priest ignored them and, then 
when he continued to push on the 
door, they fled in horror. Just then, 
an old man approached and said, 
“Pather, I like you very much, so I 


must warn you not to bury that man. 


Ifyou just touch him you will im- 
mediately die yourself.” 

Fr. Cyril didn’t answer but with 
apowerful kick opened the door. He 
went into the dark room, hoisted the 
body over his shoulders and brought 
it outside. 

When his boys saw this, they 
slowly came back. But when he told 


them to help dig a grave they fled 
again. They felt sure that if they 
touched the dead man, they would 
die too. After all, that’s what the 
witch doctor said. 


Starts Digging 

Fr. Cyril really lost his temper at 
this point and, to calm himself, he 
grabbed a shovel and started digging 
the grave at a furious rate. The boys 
saw that Father wasn’t dying... in 
fact he was growing more energetic 
because he couldn’t stand the smell 
...and they started to dig too. 


At this moment, Fr. Cyril did al- 
most collapse. It wasn’t the threat 
of the witch doctor, but a frighten- 
ing scream which came from the 
jungle and made his hair stand on 
end. The cry was so shrill and terror- 
stricken that it seemed to come from 
a dying animal. 


Far from dying, Father became more energetic in his digging. 
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The clergy enter in Sol- 
emn procession. Carrying a 
lighted candle, the or- 
dinand goes to the place 
reserved for him. 

The Bishop vests and, 
after reading a mandate, 
begins Mass. The Ordina- 
tion ceremonies begin after 
the Kyrie. 


At first the missioner thought it 
was some wild animal but, then, a 
young woman came out of the jungle, 
crying and shouting. She threw her- 
self on the ground, rolled over and 
over, and then advanced further. 
As she ran, she was tearing off her 
few scant clothes and screaming, 
“The spirit Iran is coming! He wants 
revenge! We’ll all die!” 


The boys and everyone else were 
on the verge of fleeing again but the 
priest ordered her to keep still and, 
growing more furious, shouted at the 
boys, “How stupid you are! Look 
around! Do you see anyone dying? 
Get back to work.” 

R.LP. 

Finally, the boys controlled their 
fear enough to finish the job and the 
man was buried ...with great relief 
to everyone’s sense of smell. 


When Father and the boys left, 
the people were still standing at a 
distance... uncertain whether any- 
one had died as the spirit threatened. 

Two days later, the catechist 
made this report to the priest: “As 
soon as he learned that you had 
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buried the dead man, the witch doe. 
tor hurried to the village. He was 
furious and went to the relatives’ 
house and threatened all sorts of 
misfortune and death if they didn’t 
at least give him a pig right away. 

“The relatives didn’t have any 
pigs themselves but they went from 
door to door and, finally, were able 
to borrow one. The witch doctor 
killed the pig on the spot and smeared 
everyone with the animal’s blood. 
At last he left, carrying the pig on 
his shoulders and cursing you with 
everything he could think of. 

‘“‘When the man had gone, every- 
one breathed a sigh of relief and 
said, ‘Well, at last we’re all safe... 
thanks to the witch doctor who sue- 
ceeded in appeasing the wrath of 
Iran.’ ”’ 

When the catechist finished, Fr. 
Cyril felt very tired and murmured, 
“Oh, Lord, when will You help free 
these people from their supersti- 
tions ?”’ i 

The catechist couldn’t understand 
the priest, but he saw how sad he 
was and he nodded sympathetically. 


RM 





gEV. SANTO ‘SANDY’ GARZARELLI, PIME, FIRST U.S. —BORN 
PRIEST OF THE PIME MISSIONARIES OF SS. PETER AND PAUL, 
WAS ORDAINED MARCH 18, 1961, IN MARYGLADE’S CHAPEL. 


( Ed’s note: Lack of space 
permits only a brief explana- 
tion of the ordination cere- 
mony.) 
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Dressed in armice, alb, cincture, man- 
iple and stole and carrying a folded 
chasuble on his left arm, the ordinand 
prostrates himself as a sign of his un- 
worthiness. The Bishop kneels and the 
litany of the Saints is sung. 


SSfhgers 


The candidate rises and the office 
of priesthood is bestowed as the 
Bishop silently imposes his hands upon 
the ordinand. All the priests present 

B then take turns doing the same. 


a+ 


The Bishop vests the new priest, 
leaving the back of his chasuble folded. 
later he anoints the ordained’s hands. 


After the Offertory, the priest offers 
a burning candle to the Bishop and 
kisses his ring. From this point on, the 
newly ordained says all the prayers of 
the Mass with the Bishop. This, then, 
isteally his first Mass.. »f 
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LIKE A COW WIE 


A pilot without 
a plane, 

a captain without 
a ship, 

is a missionary 
without his 
mission. 


BY A PIME MISSIONER 
IN BURMA 
as told to Robert Higgins 


I may be old but I hope the 
twinkle is still in my eye and 
that soon I'll be back to work. 
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ETIRED missionary is like a 
cow with two heads. There 
arent many of them. But since my 
last illness I have had to retire ing 
rest home until my strength returns, 
I know this is God’s will and I am 
patient but, knowing how much 
missionary work there is to be done, 
I can never be fully content. 

My white head nods frequently 
these afternoons. Each time I doze 
off, I wake with a start... ashamed 
to have fallen asleep during the day. 
I try to rise quickly to perform some 
forgotten task but my tired bones 
soon remind me that I am no longer 
working in some distant outpost. 
I’m like an old fire horse; the spirit 
is there but the tired flesh can't 
make it. 

Sometimes, I worry that I’ll never 
be able to work again. Then, I can't 
help but remember days past: my 
daily Mass for my poor congregation 
that I love so dearly; being awakened 
in the dead of night to travel through 
the eerie jungle by torchlight to bring 
Communion to a sick person; being 
able to bear the disappointment of 
seeing my first church burn to the 
ground. 

And most of all...the children 
The hundreds that I raised, 
orphans from God-knows-where. 
They were His gift to me. They gave 
me the happiness of knowing they 
would carry God’s love and Hs 
word long after I was gone. To th 
extent their souls were influenced by 
me, so will their eternity be inf 
enced by me. 
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TWO HEADS 


The Wrong Idea 

But, wait, if I continue this way 
much longer you’ll think me a beaten, 
worn out, withered old man. True, I 
am old but I hope the twinkle is still 
inmy eye. My appetite is good and 
when I regain my strength you'll 
think me a much younger man than 
Jam. Actually, a missionary is 
deceptive in that it’s hard to guess 
his correct age. 

Between you and me, if you ever 
want to know the age of a mission- 
ay, look at his socks! That’s the 
tith, so help me. It’ll work every 
time. If the socks fit snugly and are 
asleek black, he’s not a day over 
thirty-five. If they are faded and a 
bit loose, but still passable for wed- 
dings, funerals and mortgage burn- 
ings, he’s closing in fast on forty- 
five. 


But, if the socks hang like a Mich- 
igan apple tree at the height of the 
growing season and have holes as big 
sa poor box opening, he’s like me 
andhas probably forgotten his age. 

Mother Provides 


The reasoning of the socks is easy! 
When the young missionary arrives, 
he’s well supplied with clothes. An 
aixious mother has seen to that. In 
fact, she possibly made the socks 
with her own four knitting needles. 
They are black and strong. Un- 
doubtedly, she also supplied a pair 
iigarters that would hold up a 
young elephant if ever called upon 
todo so. | know my own mother did, 
God bless her. 
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After a few years, (to a missionary 
that’s at least ten), the socks pass 
out of their Golden Age and enter 
the Silver. The Silver Age is labori- 
ous because there is continual darn- 
ing. With major patchwork and 
making two socks out of four, they 
give another ten years service. Then 
comes the Iron Age! 

The missionary is some twenty 
years older and much humbler. He 
doesn’t care anymore and, what’s 
more, he’s sick of patching and darn- 
ing. That’s when you'll see a sock 
that’s lost its mate make a twosome 
with another and the missionary 
none the wiser. Nor, could he care 
less! Those bear-trap-grip garters 
have long gone. Mother, bless her, 
has also died. There is no one left 
back home to see about providing. 

By this time, the missionary has 
long forgotten about the importance 
of socks. He’s thinking about how to 
provide for his orphanage, his con- 
verts. He’s wondering when he’ll 
ever make headway with the village 
that still stones him. He’s thinking 
about the rest he isn’t getting and a 
million and one other things. 

Another Way 

If you don’t think you’ll ever get 
a chance to look at a missionary’s 
socks, another way to get a line on 
his age is from his letters. It’s simple. 
If you find words like, “holocaust’’, 
“golden harvest’’, ‘“‘mother’’, “‘be- 
yond life” “‘poetry true to life”, and 
the like in his letters; he’s a young 
eagle growing his pin feathers and 
trying his young wings. 





WILL YOU FOLLOW HIM? 


A spirit of sacrifice is essential for 
those willing to become God's mis- 
sionaries. But it must be done with 
a big smile and a sense of humor. 
if you love God and have these qual- 
ities, we hope you will consider a 
missionary vocation. 

For further information, write: 

PIME Vocation Director 
121 E. Boston Bivd. 
Detroit 2, Michigan 


He’s under thirty-five and gettin 
his first experience of the strong ray 
of a burning sun and learning thy 
it’s a lot worse than sitting in th 
right field bleachers during a Sunday 
double-header. 

On the other hand, if he tally 
about rice, hunger, a poor crop, mig 
and the fact that more and 
kids are coming into his orp 
he’s been here awhile and is in hj 
forties. He’s humble and h 
enough to come right out and a 
for money in his letters. 

Well do I recall those days. Wa 
do I remember the first time I put 
pencil to paper and forced it to 
for money from someone who 
to get my faraway sounding addrex 
The little bit of pride left. in me log 
out easily to the faces of the childry 
who looked up to me at Communi 
in the shack I called my orphanage 


In Declining Years 

If your missionary friend write 
in a peaceful, almost self-assured 
manner about work accomplished, 
the customs of the people, the weak 
ness of his legs and the sun thatis 
setting; then he’s in my league. He 
is in his decline. Soon he will have 
only his thoughts and his fever lei 
from a lifetime of work in the jungle 


Here in Burma there’s enough 
fever for the whole world. We a 
know what it is to have no docs, 
no pharmacy. There’s only quinim, 
cathartics and a wooden cot han 
enough to spark flint on. Yet, ths 
suffering from the fever is something 
that the old missionary guards #® 
gold! Seeing himself played out, 
the wane, he knows that suffering’ 
his principal means of doing g0 

I tell them here that it do 
bother me much. They have @ 
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much good care and medicine. Just 
between you and me, why should I 
let them rob me of my pains? Es- 

jally when I can still: use these 
df feeble old pains to secure myself a 
nice, comfortable place in heaven! J. A. SULLIVAN CO. 

When my tomorrow comes will be 
goon enough. But, for today, here in. 
Burma, I shall hold on to my fever, 
my rheumatism and the pain in my 
right knee during the Monsoons like 


a miser. Seal N A Oli: lar 
Now, my head is heavy. I’ll drop 


my chin to my chest and dream 
again of the out stations deep in the 
jungles... for just a few minutes. 9% 


PATRONS 


Robert Foster 
10301 Woodward 
Detroit 2, Mich. 
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Compliments from 
Palombo’s Restaurant 


20401 W. 8 Mile Road 
Detroit 19, Mich. 


Tel: KE. 5-3635 
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Three Minute Meditation 


A Forgotten Easter Lesson 
By FATHER ROBERT, PIME 


The Holy Week and Easter ceremonies again bring the facts of 
Redemption to our minds. Vividly do we see that Christ has saved us; 
His blood is our salvation. 

Unfortunately, many are so accustomed to this truth that they 
unresponsive to it. | wonder how many Catholics experience the happi 
which should be theirs because they are in possession of the truth ? 

During my years in the missions, | was often deeply impressed by 
spiritual torture many souls endured because they lived in constant fear ° 
the ‘spirits.’ They could not be certain about anything that thele religio 
taught them and they were seriously troubled. 

It’s true that, even in the pagan world, many people are not conc 
with religion and the afterlife. But many others are, and it is the plight | 
these that most touches the heart of a missionary. 

| remember finishing the baptismal ceremony one day for a your 
medical student and then hearing her give a great sigh of relief. | the 
she was tired because of the long ceremony but she corrected me, 
“Father, you will never know what a feeling of relief | experienced knowil 
that now I'm a child of God. | have spent all of my 22 years living in ft 
of the spirits and the uncertainty of the world. Now | know that God is 
Father and He loves me. Now | know for certain there is a heaven ¢ 
death.” 

Today, that student is a doctor practicing medicine in a mission ce 
as a lay apostle because she/feels this is the best way to bring others ff 
happiness that is hers as a Catholic. 

This woman has offered her life in thanksgiving for her Faith. How 
do-we even thank God for the privilege He has gi us of belonging to 
true Faith ? Do we omit try to communicate tote 4; this great privileg 

There are many le © be learned from the Rétieraption; but p 


one of the most nam. bay of thanksgiving, 2 , 
j . 
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